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CommuterPage.com 
Arlington County, Virginia 
www.commuterpage.com  
CommuterPage.com is designed to encourage the use of mass transit, 
carpooling and vanpooling, bicycling, walking, telecommuting/telework, 
and other alternatives to driving alone in the Greater Washington D.C. 
metropolitan area. The site offers area residents a one stop source for 
information on the region's transportation options -- and includes a daily 
email and blog. A valuable resource for transit neophytes and veteran 
straphangers alike, and an excellent example for other regions looking to 
encourage use of transportation alternatives. 
  
Louisiana Speaks 
Louisiana Recovery Authority, Emergency Support Function (ESF) #14, FEMA 

www.louisianaspeaks.org  
Endorsed by the Louisiana Recovery Authority, a state planning and 
coordinating body created in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, 
Louisiana Speaks is the name for one of the largest planning processes 
ever likely undertaken in the United States. The authority's website serves 
as a central repository for information regarding the effot -- which is 
simultaneously managing planning efforts aim at the building, 
neighborhood, parish, and regional levels. Residents can look at 
demonstration house designs, track the progress of neighborhood and 
regional planning activities (as well as participate via a statewide poll), 
and review the maps, plans, and toolkits produced by various 
government bodies and their consultants. Full disclousure: Planetizen's 
parent company, Urban Insight, was a member of the consultant team that 

developed the online survey for the Louisiana Speaks regional visioning poll. 
  
Open Architecture Network 
Architecture for Humanity 
www.openarchitecturenetwork.org  

"How do you improve the living standards of five billion 
people?" That's the question posed by the founders of the Open 
Architecture Network. Their answer? Get designers from around 
the world to share ideas and resources for solving the challenge 
of providing decent and affordable shelter to the world's 
population. The recently launched website (still technically in 
beta) invites architects to upload project materials (plans, images, 
etc.), contribute their knowledge, and collaborate with others, 
ultimately leading  
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Honorable mention: PlanPhilly: 
Planning Philadelphia's Future -- a 
project of PennPraxis, the practical 
arm of the School of Design at the 
University of Pennsylvania, also 
offers news and information about 
major planning issues impacting the 
city, and tracks projects in different 
neighborhoods. Designed to educate 
and engage residents, the site is 
focusing on the planning process 
around the city's riverfront. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
to solutions that can help build a more sustainable future. Since the site doubles as a project management tool, the 
founders believe that OAN will entice a large number of designers to participate. This site is definitely one to watch. 
 
PlanNYC 
NYU Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy 
www.plannyc.org  
PlanNYC is a web-based tool designed to give citizens and organizations 
interested in housing and development in New York City easy access to 
facts, news, and events related to major urban planning projects and policy 
developments. Originally developed by Jordan Anderson, a master's in 
urban planning student at New York University, the site allows users to 
sort information by project or neighborhood, and doesn’t play favorites 
regarding certain perspectives -- all points of view are offered. Maintained 
by NYU's Furman Center for Real Estate and Urban Policy, PlanNYC 
stands as an excellent model for local community planning portals. 

  
SmartGrowthPlanning.org 
Fehr & Peers 
www.smartgrowthplanning.org  
Developed by transportation consulting firm Fehr & Peers, this website 
describes leading-edge methods for evaluating Smart Growth policies and 
plans. The presentation techniques, effectiveness measures and case studies 
that are offered (including stream video clips) are designed to provide 
decision-makers and community members with a clearer understanding 
about the transportation effects of Smart Growth, and to help planners 
devise Smart Growth plans that improve mobility and measurably reduce 
transportation impacts. 

  
 
SustainLane Government 
www.sustainlane.us  
Offering resources to help local governments move towards sustainability, 
SustainLane's website provides a rich repository of sustainability best practices 
submitted by practitioners and policy makers –- including a host of model plans. 
The website features a ranking of the 50 largest U.S. cities according to 
sustainability, and also hosts a blog from sustainability expert and chief strategic 
officer Warren Karlenzig. 
  
 
 

http://www.plannyc.org
http://www.smartgrowthplanning.org
http://www.sustainlane.us
www.epgz.com
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Ensign Engineering 

Ensign Engineering & Land 
Surveying  
Midvale, (801) 255-0529, 
davidj@ensignutah.com, 
www.ensignutah.com  
 

 
 
 

Honorable mention: Urban 
Transportation Showcase Program 
-- this site highlights innovative 
sustainable transportation projects 
in Canadian cities, including 
searchable case study and image 
database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visualizing Density 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
www.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/vd  
An accompaniment to its forthcoming book, the Lincoln Institute of Land 
Policy has created a valuable online resource for anyone who is struggling 
with the issue of density in their community. Chocked full of photos and 
illustrations (which are searchable), the site addresses the myths and 
realities of housing density, and offers strategies for implementing sensible 
policies to encourage more sustainable land use. A density quiz and 
interactive game make the site particularly engaging. 
  

World Changing 
www.worldchanging.com  
While not specifically urban planning focused, WorldChanging.com is an 
excellent resource for cutting-edge news, commentary and resources on 
many important planning issues -- including innovative housing design 
and construction technology, sustainable transportation, community 
development, and environmental justice. The site, which is supported by a 
small Seattle-based non-profit, has gathered a great deal of attention of late 
for its efforts to highlight the new technological trends and ideas holding 
extraordinary potential to create positive change in global society – and has 
even spawned a 600 book and 12-city tour. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:davidj@ensignutah.com
http://www.ensignutah.com
http://www.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/vd
http://www.worldchanging.com
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June Luncheon- Form Based 
Zoning 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Please join West Valley City for our June Lunch topic of “Form Based Zoning in Suburban City Centers”.  WVC will 
highlight its efforts to foster a downtown/city center for a community of 120,000.  Renovation of the Valley Fair Mall, 
and plans for a very urban city center across the street will be explored coupled with the use of one of the State’s only 
Form Based codes.  Learn from our experience with a key corner building that is under construction and how Form 
Based Zoning impacted that design.  RDA, CDA and master developer city center implementation strategies will also be 
discussed. 
 
West Valley City Hall 
2700 West 3600 South 
Multi-Purpose Room 
12:30 to 2PM 
RSVP by Thursday June 7th – 
jjanson@wvc-ut.gov 
 
Drinks and Dessert Provided! 
 
Take out lunch opportunities abound 
along 3500 South - There are a zillion fast 
food places but also many culturally 
unique ethnic spots.  Mexican and Asian 
food hot spots include: 
La Frontera – NW corner of 35th and  
Bangerter 
Don Antonio’s – 2010 West 3500 South 
Pho Cali – SE corner of 35th and 
Redwood Road 
Thai Paradise – 1980 West 3500 South 
There are many others (just drive 35th!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Planning, Environmental & 
Community Issues 

Consultants 
145 South 400 East, 

Salt Lake City UT  84111; 
801 355 8816; 
bearwest.com 

mailto:jjanson@wvc-ut.gov
www.bearwest.com



